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In Bombay, the West met the East. In those days the
West, as represented by officials and businessmen, did not
entrench itself behind racial exclusiveness. It was re-
presented also by the British clergymen and teachers
whose high-souled humanity hoped to set Indians on the
path of progress. They had little racial arrogance, or,
perhaps, less occasion to show it to those who sought
inspiration from them.

With unwonted generosity, the Court of Directors of
the East India Company, in 1752, recommended to the
Government of Bombay that charity schools, principally
for the children of soldiers, should be established. But
little was done till 1814, when Archdeacon Barnes, with the
support of Government and the public, founded The Society
of Promoting the education of the Poor within the Govern-
ment of Bombay'.

Under the Moguls, education was widespread in India.
In many parts of the country, there was scarcely a village
without at least a pathasala, a tol, or a madressa. The chil-
dren of the well-to-do   were generally taught at home.
The puranika and the gagaria bhatas also represented
a system which imparted education to the public orally.
The Brahmanas  and   other   classes   from   which   the
officials came were highly educated.   Men and women of
the upper classes had a general knowledge of business,
ethics, mythology, and hygiene.   But during the two cen-
turies which followed the reign of Aurangzib, the combat-
ants who ceaselessly scrambled for power in the country
had no respect for culture. In consequence, the indigenous
system of education was neglected.   But, between 1820 and
1840, the Court of Directors ordered a survey of the condi-
tion of education in different provinces with a view to its
improvement.   This policy was intended solely to disarm
the hostility of the higher classes of Indians to foreign rule
by associating them in lower grades  of administration.
It ultimately took shape in the famous minute of Lord
Macaulay on education.

In 1820, the society founded by Barnes, generally knowijj
as The Bombay Education Society', began active work. It
opened four schools In Bombay, one in Surat, and one in